
The Only Begotten
By Henry M. Mor ris, III, D. Min.

“Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of God
did not consider it robbery to be equal with
God, but made Himself of no reputation,

taking the form of a bondservant, and coming
in the likeness of men.  And being found in
appearance as a man, He humbled Himself
and became obedient to the point of death,

even the death of the cross.” 
(Philippians 2:5-8.)

his fa mous pas sage is not of ten em pha sized dur ing
Christ mas since the sea son’s fo cus is on the so cial
and cir cum stan tial events sur round ing the birth of
our Lord Je sus. How ever, the Holy Spirit gave the

apos tle Paul a ma jes tic re cord of what tran spired in the
courts of heaven to bring about the in car na tion of the Mes -
siah.  These suc cinct state ments pro vide a unique pic ture
of who the Lord Je sus is, how the great eter nal Cre ator be -
came man, and what He ac com plished on our be half on
the cross.

Je sus Christ Is the Cre ator 

When ever we pose the gos pel, it is in cum bent on us to
make sure that we in tro duce Christ as the Cre ator – set ting
the stage with who Je sus is be fore we tell what He did.  The
Scrip tures are abun dantly clear: In the be gin ning was the
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
He was in the be gin ning with God.  All things were made
through Him, and with out Him noth ing was made that was
made…And the Word be came flesh and dwelt among us,
and we be held His glory, the glory as of the only be got ten of

the Fa ther, full of grace and truth (John 1:1-3, 14).
For by Him all things were cre ated that are in heaven

and that are on earth, vis i ble and in vis i ble whether thrones
or do min ions or prin ci pal i ties or pow ers.  All things were
cre ated through Him and for Him. (Colossians 1:16).

God …has in these last days spo ken for us by His Son,
whom He has ap pointed heir of all things, through whom
also He made the worlds. (He brews 1:1-2).

In the Philippians pas sage, Paul cov ers this ma jor is -
sue with the pow er ful state ment that Je sus Christ did not
have to “con sider it rob bery to be equal with God” but
pos sessed the very “form of God.”  The word choices re -
flect the care ful con nec tion and unity of the tri une na ture
of God.  “The “form” of God that Je sus pos sesses is de -
fined by the Greek word (morphe), which em pha sizes the
“ex ter nal ap pear ance.”  Paul also told the Colossian
church that the Lord Je sus was the “full ness of the God -
head bodily” (Colossians 2:9).  

Je sus Christ Is Equal with the Fa ther

When the Lord told His apos tles, “I and My Fa ther are
one” (John 10:30), He was most cer tainly speak ing of the
equal ity that Paul cites in Philippians.  It says that Christ
“did not con sider it rob bery to be equal with God.”  The un -
usual choice words an a lyzes the re al ity of the “equal ity.”

The word trans lated “con sider” is (hegeomai), which
des ig nates a leader who has de ter mined the best so lu tion
to a di lemma.  The word is used to iden tify lead ers (e.g.,
chief, gov er nor, judge) as well as the at trib utes of those
who lead well (with the abil ity to give an ac count, show
es teem, have the rule over, think wisely).
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Je sus Christ, dur ing the
eter nity prior to His in car na -
tion, did not come to the con -
clu sion (us ing all know -
ledge) that He was in any way 
in fe rior to God the Fa ther. 
Je sus Christ was “equal to
God”.  Once again the word
choice is ab so lute.  Je sus the
Cre ator is (isos), the pri mary
word for to tal equal ity both in 
the sense of quan tity and
qual ity – with no “rob bery”
of ei ther amount or value.
Who ever and what ever the
Sec ond Per son of the God -
head may be, there is ab so -
lutely no ne ces sity to “grasp”
or “steal” or “over come” any
at trib ute that God pos sesses.

Je sus Christ 
Emp tied Him self 

It is with the word (keno)
that the tran si tion from the
Sec ond Per son of the God -
head to the Son of Man be -
gins.  Keno is only used five
times in the New Tes ta ment
and is trans lated with phrases
like “make of none ef fect,”
“make of no rep u ta tion,”
“make void,” “be in vain,” al -
ways in the con text of em -
pha siz ing a self-in duced
re duc tion or emp ty ing of
power or as sets.  That is, the
per son in volved con sciously
“gives up” or “dis cards” or
“nul li fies” a con di tion or set
of at trib utes that they owned
or con trolled, and they be -
came “less ened” be cause of
that con scious ac tion.   

That one key word ver i -
fies that Je sus the Cre ator
con sciously and with His
own vo li tion di vested Him -
self of His “omni” at trib utes
so that He could be come fully 
the “bond ser vant” and in
habit the “like ness of men.”
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The suc cinct pas sage in Philippians 2 also gives us the 
ad di tional clar ity that this di ves ti ture of at trib utes ac com -
plished the unique tran si tion from full glo ri ous de ity,
shared by the Trin ity from all eter nity past (John 17:5, 24), 
to the “ap pear ance” and ”hu mil ity” of hu man ity.  The Cre -
ator emp tied Him self un der His own power and will, “tak -
ing” the “form” (morpe, the same word used to de scribe
His equal ity with God the Fa ther) but “found” Him self as
a “bond ser vant”. 

At this point the voice of the verb changes.  Pre vi -
ously, all the verbs de scrib ing what the Lord Je sus was do -
ing were in the ac tive voice.  That is, the Cre ator is do ing
the ac tion (the “emp ty ing and the tak ing” to him self.   Sud -
denly, ac tive voice changes to pas sive and the Lord Je sus
is acted upon.  He “found” Him self in the ap pear ance as a
“man.”  The book of He brews tells us that the Lord Je sus
un der stood that “a body” had been “pre pared for Me” by
His Fa ther (He brews 10:5).

All of this was done that He might “like wise (share) in 
the same: (He brews 2:14) be cause “He had to be made
like His breth ren” (He brews 2:17) so that He could be “in
all points tempted as we are, yet with out sin” (He brews
4:15).  The great eter nal Cre ator was will ing to be come
man that He might ful fill all the as pects of the sal va tion
that the tri une God head had or dained be fore “the foun da -
tion of the world” (1 Pe ter 1:30, Rev e la tion 13:8).

Je sus Christ was Both Fully God and Fully Man 

But it is also ab so lutely clear that the Son of Man re -
tained His sta tus as full God (John 5:43, 6:35-51,
7:28:23-58, 9:5-39, 10:7-34, 11:25-26; etc.).  The Son of
Man dem on strated His power and au thor ity through the
seven great mir a cles of cre ation re corded in the gos pel of
John.  The sim plest dis play of the Cre ator’s power was in
turn ing wa ter into wine in John 2:1-11. (Ed. New, fresh
grape juice – why would the Cre ator make some thing aged 
and fer mented?) The Scrip tures abound with this teach ing.

Je sus Christ Be came the Unique 
God-Man to Pro vide Sal va tion 

No cel e bra tion of the in car na tion of Je sus Christ, the
Cre ator of all things (John 1:1-3, Colossians 1:16), would
be com plete or sat is fac tory if we did not cel e brate the rea -
son for His in car na tion.  That rea son is sum ma rized in this
verse:

For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin
for us, that we might become the righteousness

of God in Him (2 Corinthians 5:21).

When you gather with your fam i lies or with your
church friends – or even as you un wind with your Bi ble in
your pri vate de vo tions – please give your mind and heart

to med i tate on these pre cious words:

“Knowing that you were not redeemed with
corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your 
aimless conduct received by tradition from your 
fathers, but with the precious blood of Christ,

as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.  
He indeed was foreordained before the

foundation of the world, but was manifest in
these last times for you.” (1 Peter 1:18-20).

May your Christ mas sea son be filled with the “praise
of the glory of His grace” (Ephe sians 1:6).

ACTS&FACTS,Copyright © 2016, Institute for Creation
Research, Permission Granted.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Advance with the Bible

By Dr. Sam uel Miller 

In Christ there is a life to live, 
A life of joy and glad ness.
He will His own the power give
To con quer sin and sad ness, 
Now there fore let this truth be heard: 
Christ gives His power through His Word.
Ad vance!  Ad vance with the Bi ble!

There is a foe for us to fight, 
Sa tanic hosts of evil;
We dare not stand in our own might
When we must face the devil.
We wield the Spirit’s mighty sword, 
Christ gives it to us by His Word, 
Ad vance!  Ad vance with the Bi ble! 

There is a world for us to win
Sunk deep in guilt and sor row, 
Christ bore the bur den of its sin 
To make a glad to mor row.
Be ev ery soul to ac tion stirred, 
That all man kind may hear His Word. 
Ad vance with the Bi ble!

There is a city, from afar 
It beck ons to us mor tals, 
Christ co mes, the Bright, the Morn ing Star 
To lead us through its por tals. 
Thou King of Kings, of Lords the Lord, 
Grant us Thy glory by Thy Word. 
Ad vance!  Ad vance with the Bi ble!

3



4

Knowing God
By Dr. C. J. Sodergren 

If we search for God as an Ob ject among other ob -
jects, we fail to find Him.  If we con ceive of God as en -
throned some where in the “blue in ane” or be yond the
stars, mod ern as tron omy  pro jects Him far be yond the
reach of our ut most thought.  Hu man wis dom can not
find Him.  He is not the ob ject of thought.  Knowl edge
of God is not in tel lec tual knowl edge.  We are the ob jects 
of His grace.  Only as pen i tent and be liev ing re cip i ents
of His sav ing love can we have an im me di ate ex pe ri ence 
of what He is.

“Ye have known God,” says Paul in writ ing to the
Galatians.  But he adds, “or rather, have come to be
known of God.”  This “rather” turns us from the ab -
stract cog ni tion of hu man ism to the “ex is ten tial knowl -
edge” of the Chris tians.

We can not find God by search ing for Him with tele -
scopes or mi cro scopes.  Nor by ra tio nal re flec tion.  True
knowl edge of Him is His gift to us, ap pro pri ated by
faith. 

The Gos pel is not the re port that some one has dis -
cov ered God.  It is the good news that God has re vealed
Him self in Christ to us.  The hu man in tel lect knows only 
in part – darkly as in a mirror.

Un less we have ex per i men tal knowl edge of Him as
our Sav iour, He is only a pro jec tion of our own mind, an
idol of our own mak ing.  But if it is the knowl edge of a
full sur ren der to Him and the hum ble ac cep tance of His
lovingkindness in for give ness and the gift of eter nal life, 
we may look for ward in the cher ished hope of Chris tian
trust to the day when we shall know even as we have
been known.

Bible Banner, February, 1939

No Vi sion 

By J. I. Kaardal 

“The Word of the Lord was precious in those
days, There was no open Vision” 

(1 Samuel 3:1).

Where there is no Vi sion, the peo ple per ish (cast off
re straint) AV (Prov erbs 29:18). 

Vi sions from God are given to holy men that they
should bring the mes sage to the peo ple.   

Per sons that have com mu ni ca tions with God can
ex pect to have vi sions.  God wants to lay upon their
hearts and mind what He wants to do, and let them know 

what their part in the work is to be.
In the days of Sam uel the peo ple were suf fer ing

from in roads of the hea then in their land and from un -
godly priests and rul ers, like the church to day; where
peo ple want to be rec og nized as mem bers of the church
but live like the world. 

But there was a woman, liv ing with her hus band at
Ramah in the hill-coun try of Ephraim, her name was
Hannah.  

She saw that the king dom of God would suf fer loss
if God did not send some help.  She was will ing to do her 
share, and she med i tated and prayed un til peo ple no -
ticed that she was bur dened.

The high priests were adul ter ers, the of fi cials re -
ceived bribes and the poor re ceived no jus tice.  Re li gion
had be come a kind of com mon busi ness to gain pres tige
and money.

Vi sions can be pain ful, which was ev i dent with
Hannah who was in tears be cause of the con di tion of the
House of God. 

She asked God to give her a son, and she prom ised
to give him back to God for work in His King dom.

Hannah’s prayer in chap ter two re veals that her vi -
sion was God in spired and ac cord ing to the will of God.

So berly but def i nitely she says that God was go ing
to pun ish the un godly, but honor His poor ser vants. 

Vi sions from the Lord work like brakes upon the
mind of a per son, so that his imag i na tion cannot run
away with him un con trolled…

Morning Glory, January, 1976

Ed i tor’s Note: There are those to day who claim
(sup pos edly) that they have had a VISION!  BUT keep
def i nitely in mind that any VISION to day that is truly
from GOD will not go be yond what is al ready in GOD’S 
HOLY, INSPIRED, ETERNAL BOOK – the BIBLE!  

Do You Care?

A preacher vis ited the ed i tor of a great daily
city news pa per.  Af ter an ex change of greet ings,
the preacher said, “I have come to talk to you
about your soul and ask you to be come a Chris -
tian.  The ed i tor did not re ply but walked slowly to
the win dow and looked through tear-dimmed eyes
at the mill ing mul ti tude be low.  The preacher
thought, Oh, I have of fended him!  Af ter a mo ment
the ed i tor turned and said, “Thank you!  With the
ex cep tion of my mother, when I was a lit tle boy,
no body has ever talked to me about be com ing a
Chris tian; I thought no one cared!”       Se lected 
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Ed i to rial 
RES

JOY
“And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, ‘for He will save

His peo ple from their sins.’” 
(Mat thew 1:21)

The name JESUS is a per sonal name and it means ‘The 
Lord’s Sal va tion’!  The Chris tian Life ought to be a
life of ex pe ri enc ing Joy!

Even though there are nu mer ous ob sta cles, dif fi cul -
ties, per se cu tion, crit i cism, etc., for the pil grim trav el -
ers on the Straight and Nar row road, as life is not a
‘des ti na tion’ but a ‘jour ney’, this road is the only ONE 
that leads to Heaven!

Mean while, on this ‘Road’, there is also JOY and that
is know ing/ex pe ri enc ing GOD as our Fa ther and
know ing as I con fess my sins, there is ‘for give ness’
from God.  GOD is the Justifier of ALL who are un der 
the Blood of His Son – JESUS!  Mat thew 1:21.

Then Scrip tur ally: “What is Jus ti fi ca tion? Jus ti fi ca -
tion is the gra cious act of God whereby He for Christ’s
sake ac quits a re pen tant and be liev ing sin ner of his sin
and guilt, and looks upon him in Christ, as though he
had never sinned.” ”What, then does the be liever re -
ceive through jus ti fi ca tion?  He re ceives the for give -
ness of sins and is adopted a child of God.”  Lu ther’s
Small Cat e chism Ex plained.  “For He made Him who
knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might be come the
righ teous ness of God in Him” II Co rin thi ans 5:21. 
Romans 3:24.  “In whom we have re demp tion through
His blood, the for give ness of our tres passes ac cord ing
to the riches of his grace” Ephe sians 1:7, Galatians
3:26, Acts 10:43.  YES, what mercy, love and Grace,
‘we’ re ceive from the Sin less, Per fect, HOLY GOD. 
He has pro vided this for lost sin ners, along with the
gift of a Liv ing Faith to be lieve!  To ‘be lieve’ is to
come in ac tion! 

There is JOY in know ing/ex pe ri enc ing GOD as our
Fa ther and know ing that HE is the Justifier.

There is JOY in know ing JESUS as our per sonal Sav -
ior and its be cause of His Shed BLOOD that our sins
are for given – when there is re pen tance and con fes -
sion.

There is JOY in hav ing the HOLY SPIRIT in dwell ing
you as you are the dwell ing place – His tem ple/ta ber -
na cle. 

There is JOY in hav ing GOD’s Eter nal Word, the Bi -

ble as our road-map that leads to Heaven – and em -
pow er ment to do the same, by power of the third
Per son of the God head. 

There is JOY in hav ing HEAVEN as our HOME by
look ing unto JESUS, who is the Cap tain/Au thor and
Fin isher of ‘our’ Liv ing faith. “By faith Abra ham
obeyed …By faith …for he waited for the city which
foun da tions, whose builder and maker is God.” He -
brews 11:8-10, v. 13-16.   Phil. 3:21.  “who will trans -
form our lowly body that it may be con formed to
His glo ri ous body…  Rev e la tion 21:-1-8, 22:1-7,
12-20, 1 John 3:1-3.          

It is only as we know JESUS as our per sonal Sav ior
that we can truly re joice and walk with Him DAILY –
not in our cir cum stances, but IN HIM. – Philippians
4:4-8.

Jesus – First

Others – Sec ond

Yourself – Last.

Mean while, ‘we’ ARE God’s Am bas sa dors and Je sus
Christ is our LORD/Mas ter.  Let me men tion sev eral
things in re gards to ‘am bas sa dors’: First they are to be
‘cit i zens’ of the ‘coun try’ they rep re sent, Sec ond they
serve in a for eign coun try, Third they are not to al ter in
the slight est the ‘mes sage’ the ‘Com mander-in-chief’
gives them and Fourth they are ‘called HOME’ when
their ser vice is through!  – 2 Co rin thi ans 5:17-21
These are God prom ises and God ALWAYS keeps His
Prom ises: Mat thew 28:16-20, Luke 24:46-47.

First of all: ‘Faith’ is an ac tion ‘word’, a: cru cial ac tion 
– to come to JESUS as a lost/con demned Sin ner, seek -
ing His mercy, for give ness and Sal va tion through the
gift of a ‘liv ing faith’.   

So ‘faith’ is def i nitely not only a ‘noun’ but an ac tion
of re al ity.  A ‘liv ing-faith’ has a def i nite de gree of
EXPECTANCY as a ‘liv ing-faith’ is a GIFT from
GOD – it is yours and mine to ex er cise the same.  Faith 
is not about ev ery thing turn ing out OK, faith is about
be ing OK no mat ter how things turn out – Acts 26:18.
As ‘faith’ is a liv ing/ac tive el e ment in a Chris tian’s life 
– It’s been said that you can know a man (woman) by
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Dear Mis sion Friends, 

“Come over …and help us!” 
Read ing through Psalm 25 to day I was re minded of

the Scrip ture song that we sang some years ago: “Unto
Thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul; unto Thee. O Lord,
do I lift up my soul.  O my God, I trust in Thee; Let me
not be ashamed, let not my en e mies tri umph over me.”
Is that your song and prayer to day?  Then verses 4 and 5
ex press the prayer of one who truly has sur ren dered
their heart and soul to the Lord, and is walk ing daily in
fel low ship with Him: “Make me know Your ways, O
Lord; Teach me Your paths.  Lead me in Your truth
and teach me, for You are the God of my sal va tion;
for You I wait all the day.”  

It is ob vi ous to those who know the Lord and His
Word that we are liv ing in chal leng ing times.  The sign
in na ture —- the floods, hur ri canes, heat and drought,
the fires and earth quakes all over the world – points to
the near ness of Christ’s re turn.  The signs in so ci ety –
ha tred, kill ing, wars, di vi sive ness and an ar chy – also re -
mind us of a so ci ety in re bel lion against God.  Cer tainly
the sign of Is rael be ing re stored as a na tion, in ful fill -
ment of God’s sure prom ise to them, also points to the
re turn of Christ.  Fi nally, the signs of apos tasy in the
out ward church should cause us to lift up our heads, for
our redemption is drawing near.

It is es pe cially in days like these that our daily
prayer should be like the verses above.  There is no need
for us to be afraid of the tur moil in the world to day.  Our

times are in the Lord’s hand (Ps. 31:15).  Re gard less of
all the signs in our world, the child of God has the
blessed as sur ance that we are “safe in the arms of Je -
sus”.  We can say with the apos tle Paul, “For me to live
is Christ. And to die is gain.” (Phil. 1:21).  The eter nal
fu ture is as bright as the prom ises of God!

So how should we then live today?  Make David’s
prayer above YOUR prayer today, and each day. 
Remember, for the child of God, each day we are one
day nearer Home!  And unto that day, let us heed the
reminder in Scripture; “making the most of your time,
because the days are evil.” (Eph. 5:16).

Excerpt from The Kenyan Call, Editor: Pastor Don
Greven.

Ed i tor’s Note: I un der stand this ac tu ally took place
in the heart and life of Mar tin Lu ther.  The ac count goes
that Mar tin Lu ther was asked what he would do ‘to day’
IF the LORD told him HE is com ing to mor row?  That is
IF the LORD told him to ‘plant trees to day’!  His an swer 
was clear and sim ple: IF the LORD told me to ‘plant
trees to day’, I would plant trees!

In other ‘words’, OBEDIENCE out of LOVE for
his Sav ior – JESUS!  How about YOU?

his en e mies!  He brews chap ter eleven. 

The ‘saved’ in the Old Tes ta ment era were ‘saved’ by
be liev ing in the ‘fu ture-tense’ of the prom ised Mes -
siah, and ‘we’ are ‘saved’ by be liev ing in the prom ised
Mes siah – past tense, pres ent tense and fu ture tense.  
THIS IS ALL A GIFT (GRACE/Unmer ited fa vor)
FROM GOD!

NOW, how ‘Rahab’ heard/read the Word of God, most
cer tainly I have no idea; ex cept through the ‘spies’ –
nor the ‘widow’ in 1 Kings chap ter 4; (ex cept through
the per son ‘Elisha’ – nor the ‘wise-men’ as they fell
down and wor shiped an approximately. two year old
King as the very SON of GOD.  In the New Tes ta ment
as there is no SALVATION ex cept in and through the
Eter nal Word of GOD (the Bi ble) –  but they ‘be lieved’ 
GOD and took HIM (com pli ance/ac tion) at His
Word!

Phys i cal ‘slav ery’ has been around the ‘world’ for
many cen tu ries and ‘sin’ has en slaved ‘hu man ity’

since Adam and Eve sinned!  We don’t learn to sin, as
we are born SINNERS and as a sym bol, a Fruit tree
bears ‘fruit’; not veg e ta bles – so we sin be cause it is
our very core to sin – the old na ture which we are
born-with!  Ac tu ally we are ‘sin ners’ while in our
‘Moth ers womb’.  It is not the mir a cle of ‘con cep tion’, 
but the sin ful old na ture.  For ex am ple: please prayer -
fully read Romans 4:20-5:2. Es pe cially verse 4:22 –
“And there fore ‘It was ac counted to him for righ teous -
ness’”. (A ‘Liv ing faith’ ex er cised).

“‘And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call
His name JESUS, for He will save His peo ple from
their sins.’” Mat thew 1:21; also “’But seek ye first the
king dom of God and His righ teous, and all these
things shall be added to you.’” Mat thew 6:33.

WE, as Ed i tor, Staff and Mem bers of the Hauge Lu -
theran Innermission Board/Morn ing Glory and
‘our’ Spouses want to wish YOU a truly blessed Ad -
vent and Christ mas Sea son and Joy ous New Year!



From Our Fellowship Circle

W. B. Bel grade, MN
“Chris tian ity is so en tan gled with the world that mil lions
never guessed how rad i cally they have missed the New
Tes ta ment pat tern.  Com pro mise is ev ery where.”   A. W.
Tozer

Con tinue stand ing strong against com pro mise!

R. & C. H. Inver Grove Heights, MN
En closed please find a do na tion to Morn ing Glory.

We ap pre ci ate your truth ful pub li ca tion – based on God’s 
Word – the Bi ble.  

God Bless You! 

Pas tor R. J. Bigfork, MN
Please place …on your mail ing list of the Morn ing Glory.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Look Who’s Judging Now 

Why is it that peo ple who don’t be lieve the Bi ble to be
the fi nal au thor ity on mo ral ity – some of those in Hol ly -
wood, for ex am ple – feel they need to point out to peo -

ple who do be lieve it how their the ol ogy is wrong?

There sure is a lot of judg ing go ing on in New York
and Hol ly wood right now.  Places that pride them selves
of non-judgmentalism…

I have of ten said that the fa vor ite Bi ble verse of those 
who don’t be lieve the Bi ble is Mat thew 7:1 where Je sus
says, “Judge not, that you be not judged.” As with most
verses in the Scrip ture, it’s help ful to read the “be fore and 
af ter” so that the mean ing is in proper con text.  (Ed. Not
only let the Holy Spirit en lighten you, but use Scrip ture
to in ter pret Scripture)  

Read in con text, it is clear in this verse that Je sus is
warn ing against self-righ teous ness and hy poc risy.  He is
not preach ing sex ual free dom.  But in pop u lar cul ture,
what hap pens to this idea of not judg ing is the pop u lar
cul ture a Chris tian points out that a cer tain be hav ior is
im moral or sin ful ac cord ing to the Bi ble, then that per son 
or group of peo ple is im me di ately at tacked by those who
don’t be lieve the Bi ble and called “self-righ teous” or
“religious fanatics.”

And who is n’t against self-righ teous ness?  It’s one of 
the most off-putt ing per son al ity traits some one can have.  
Peo ple who prac tice self-righ teous ness or dis play a “ho -
lier than thou” at ti tude usu ally don’t have many friends. 
But it is ironic that peo ple who do not be lieve the Bi ble to 
be the fi nal au thor ity on mo ral ity feel the need to point
out to peo ple who do how their theology is wrong. …

If you think about it, it’s re ally not judg ing that peo -
ple have a prob lem with – it’s judg ing neg a tively.  For ex -
am ple, no one gets up set when some one says some thing
com pli men tary about an other’s be hav ior, even though by 
do ing so they have passed judg ment.  But it’s a judg ment
of af fir ma tion.  No, it’s only when they say some thing of
dis ap proval that the of fended party then co mes back with 
“Quit judg ing me!”

The truth is that the Bi ble, in clud ing the teach ings of
Je sus, is full of judg ment.  It tells us what is good and
what is evil.  It tells us what is right and what is wrong.  It
tells us what is moral and what is im moral.  It tells us
what to prac tice and what to shun.  If you don’t want to be 
ac count able for your life and your be hav ior, it’s best to
avoid the Bi ble – and many do so for that very reason.

Ev ery day the goal of Chris tians should be to obey
and live out what the Bi ble teaches, both in wardly and
out wardly.  Some times we will fail be cause, as long as
we are here on earth, we have to con tend with the war be -
tween the spirit and the flesh.  It is un nat u ral to deny the
flesh, so by the grace of God we have to dis ci pline our -
selves to sub mit to God’s will…

Mi cah 6:8 says: “He has shown you, O mor tal,
what is good.  And what does the Lord re quire of you?  
To act justly and to love mercy and to walk hum bly
with your God.”…

Excerpts, Tim Wildman is president of the American
Family Association in Tupelo, MS

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Would you like to have a ‘Hauge Bi ble Con fer ence’
in your Con gre ga tion OR Com mu nity

Or a Se ries of Evan ge lis tic Meet ings?  Per haps in a
tent at a neutral lo ca tion.

IF so, let ‘us’ know as in God’s GRACE ‘we’ are here 
to as sist YOU in ex tend ing God’s Vine yard!

How about pur chas ing (for a Do na tion) from the
Hauge Book Store?

These live on for a long time be cause they are based
on God’s Eter nal Word!
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Believable …Yet Unbelievable 

San Francisco 49ers Hires NFL’s First
Lesbian Assistant Coach 

Katie Sow ers is the NFL’s sec ond fe male as sis tant
coach in its his tory and the league’s first les bian.

Sow ers be gan as a scout ing in tern for the At lanta
Fal cons in 2016 and then went to work for the San Fran -
cisco 49ers as an in tern, which led to her hir ing as a
coach.  Sow ers is slated to work with the team’s re ceiv -
ers, but ac cord ing to head coach, Kyle Shanahan,
“We’re still fig ur ing out ex act ti tles and stuff.”

Lifesitenews.com 

Canada May Pay Doctors More to
Euthanize Their Patients 

Eu tha na sia ad vo cates in Can ada are push ing for
higher pay for doc tors who euthanize their pa tients.

Maclean’s Mag a zine pub lished an ar ti cle a few
(some) weeks ago mak ing the case for higher pay for eu -
tha na sia doc tors.

Eu tha na sia now is le gal …in Can ada.  At least 1,324 
pa tients have been killed le gally by eu tha na sia in less
than a year af ter the coun try le gal ized the kill ing…

The le gal iz ing kill ing of hu man be ings, whether
through abor tion or eu tha na sia, of ten is closely con -
nected to money.  Even in the United States where doc -
tor-pre scribed sui cide is le gal in sev eral states, pa tients
and doc tors are see ing how fi nan cial pres sures in flu ence 
the taking of human lives.

Dr. Brian Allister, a phy si cian and pro fes sor at the
Uni ver sity of Ne vada Med i cal School, said in sur ance
com pa nies de nied two of his pa tients life-sav ing med i -
cal treat ment cov er age and of fered to pay for them to
com mit sui cide in stead.  The pa tient lived in Cal i for nia
and Or e gon where doc tor-pre scribed suicide is legal.  

Quite frankly I was stunned,” Callister said.  “It’s a
lot cheaper to grab a cou ple drugs that kill you, than it is
to pro vide you life-sus tain ing ther apy.  It’s as sim ple as
that.”

Lifenews.com

Dr. Smith’s Daily Insights
on TWITTER 

Po lit i cal cor rect ness and Scrip tural ab so lutes are
at odds and can not abide with each other.  We can
choose ei ther one, but we can’t be both.

The warped mindset of to day’s goofy po lit i cal cor -
rect ness does not have a res i dence on the ‘straight and
nar row’ way.

The mindset and man tra of po lit i cal cor rect ness
have their or i gins in the mos quito-, snake-and gator-in -
fested swamps of the left-wing, lib eral camp.

Dr. Shelton L. Smith

Trump Pledges Fealty To Religious
Freedom, Traditional Values

WASHINGTON (Oc to ber 13, 2017) – Pres i dent
Don ald Trump as sured a high-pro file gath er ing of
Chris tian con ser va tives on Fri day that his Ad min is tra -
tion will de fend re li gious or ga ni za tions, prom is ing a re -
turn to tra di tional American values.

“How times have changed, but you know what, now 
they are chang ing back again, just re mem ber that,” just
re mem ber that,” Trump told the cheer ing crowd.    

Trump, the first sit ting pres i dent to ad dress the Val -
ues Voter Sum mit, ticked off the prom ises he’s ful filled
to evan gel i cal Chris tians and other con ser va tives,
pledg ing to turn back the clock in what he de scribed as a
na tion that has drifted away from its religious roots.

He be moaned the use of the phrase “Happy Hol i -
days” as a sec u lar sea sonal greet ing and vowed to re turn 
“Merry Christ mas” to the na tional dis course.  

He noted, as Chris tian con ser va tives of ten do, that
there are four ref er ences to the “Cre ator” in the Dec la ra -
tion of In de pend ence, say ing that “re li gious lib erty is
en shrined in the na tion’s found ing doc u ments.  …

Associated Press

An swer ing Ma chine 
My hus band, Joe, is a po lice of fi cer in a small 

town.  He re ceives many phone calls at home
about his work and de cided to get an an swer ing
ma chine to screen them, es pe cially the threat en -
ing or ha rass ing ones!

This is the greet ing he pre pared: “You have
reached the home of a po lice of fi cer.  You have
the right to re main si lent.  If you wish to give up
this right, leave your mes sage af ter the beep. 
Any thing you say can, and prob a bly will, be
held against you.  The phone calls be came
much friend lier.         Se lected 



The Legacy of Luther
“The things that you have learned and received
and heard and seen in me, practice these things;

and the God of peace shall be with you.”
(Philippians 4:9)

This is the elev enth and fi nal article in a se ries about the
con ver sion of Mar tin Lu ther.  The year 2017 marks the
500th An ni ver sary of the Ref or ma tion, and we want to em -
pha size how Lu ther was con verted, for you will see el e -
ments in Lu ther’s con ver sion that are lack ing in most
Chris tian cir cles to day.

Lu ther is most noted for his em pha sis on three great
truths of the Ref or ma tion – Grace Alone, Faith Alone,
Scrip ture Alone. These are the bed rock of Bib li cal faith
and with out these you will not have true sal va tion nor a
Chris tian church.  We must make sure that we hold to
these truths and never com pro mise them.

Be cause Lu ther went through such a strug gle to find
peace with God through his good works and, be cause he
wrote much about sal va tion be ing based upon faith in the
fin ished work of Je sus Christ – to tally apart from good
works, some how the no tion ex ists that good works never
en ter into the life of a Chris tian.  This is not what Lu ther
taught nor is it what he him self prac ticed:

“Faith, how ever, is a di vine work in us.  It changes 
us and makes us to be born anew of God (John 1);
it kills the old Adam and makes al to gether dif fer -
ent men, in heart and spirit and mind and pow ers,
and it brings with it the Holy Ghost.  Oh, it is a liv -
ing, busy, ac tive, mighty thing, this faith; and so it
is im pos si ble for it not to do good works in ces -
santly.  It does not ask whether there are good
works to do, but be fore the ques tion rises; it has
al ready done them, and is al ways at the do ing of
them.  He who does not these works is a faith less
man. He gropes and looks about af ter faith and
good works, and knows nei ther what faith is nor
what good works are, though he talks and talks,
with many words, about faith and good works.

“Faith is a liv ing, dar ing con fi dence in God’s
grace, so sure and cer tain that a man would stake
his life on it a thou sand times.  This con fi dence in
God’s grace and knowl edge of it makes men glad
and bold and happy in deal ing with God and all
His crea tures; and this is the work of the Holy

Ghost in faith.  Hence a man is ready and glad,
with out com pul sion, to do good to ev ery one, to
serve ev ery one, to suf fer ev ery thing, in love and
praise to God, who has shown him this grace; and
thus it is im pos si ble to sep a rate works from faith,
quite as im pos si ble as to sep a rate heat and light
fires.  Be ware, there fore, of your own false no -
tions and of the idle talk ers, who would be wise
enough to make de ci sions about faith and good
works, and yet are the great est fools.  Pray God to
work faith in you; else you will re main for ever
with out faith, what ever you think or do.” 1

It would do each one of us well to ex am ine our life
and our faith to see if it is gen u ine and liv ing, be cause,
even ac cord ing to Lu ther him self, a true, liv ing faith will
pro duce a life of good works – it is im pos si ble not to. 
This is ex actly what we see in Luther’s life af ter his con -
ver sion.

Lu ther went into hid ing as there were those who
wanted to kill him.  Dur ing this time, he trans lated the
New Tes ta ment into German, with the fin ished Old
Testament com ing later.  This is a daunt ing task for even
a group of schol ars, let alone by one man all alone.  Yet
Lu ther’s bi ble is still re nown for its great ac cu racy.  He
em pha sized that pas tors and teach ers be trained in the
orig i nal lan guages and use them as the basis for their
teach ing.

Lu ther wrote a com men tary on por tions of the Scrip -
tures and other as pects of the Chris tian life, which to day
are chron i cled as “Lu ther’s Works.”  These fill vol umes
of books.  Lu ther also com posed the small and large cat e -
chisms, wrote por tions of the Lu theran Con fes sions, and
other works, most notably “The Bond age of the Will.” 
He also trav eled and preached at various churches.  His
teach ings spread like wild fire, not only in his na tive Ger -
many, but through out Europe.  Stu dents came from all
over the world to at tend his lec tures and re ceive per sonal
in struc tion from the great est theo lo gian of their time.

Lu ther was not only a theo lo gian, he was a musician
as well.  “Luther wrote 37 hymns, some of which he com -
posed the mu sic as well.  He and his as so ci ates re stored
con gre ga tional sing ing to the church ser vice.  They also
in vented the “hymnbook.”  Ev ery time you come into
church and use the hymnbook and join in sing ing a
hymn, you have Mar tin Lu ther to credit as you give
thanks to God.” 2  Prob a bly his most fa mous hymn was
“A Mighty For tress is Our God” which was based on
Psalm 46:1.  Lu ther wrote both the words and the mu sic

9

1 Taken from Commentary on the Epistle to the Romans by Martin Luther.  © 1954 by Zondervan Publishing House, p. xvii.

2 Taken from the Introduction of 12 Reformation Hymns by Martin Luther by Gordon Waterman, Minneapolis, MN,
Ambassador Publications, 2017.
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for this ar range ment, and it was the bat tle cry of the Ref -
or ma tion.

Even Lu ther’s pri vate life is a tes ti mony and leg acy
for us to fol low to day.  “Lu ther was gen er ous and hos pi -
ta ble – al ways giv ing freely to those in need.  ‘God di -
vided the hand into fin gers so that money would slip
through.’ …The Lu ther’s lived a hec tic life even by to -
day’s stan dards.  In ad di tion to their own six chil dren,
Mar tin and Katie helped raise half a dozen of Lu ther’s
nieces and neph ews.  They adopted four chil dren whose
mother died in a plague.  Their house was al ways full to
over flow ing with an i mals and chil dren and peo ple of all
de scrip tions.  There were tu tors and stu dent board ers, as 
well as hon ored guests who came to visit the fa mous Dr.
Lu ther.  Katie even tu ally brought in some of her own
fam ily to help her with the house work.” 3

Luther frequently had peo ple over for sup per, and
their ca sual dis cus sions af ter wards have been chron i -
cled as “Ta ble Talk.”  (If you read this, please re al ize
that these are off the cuff com ments by Lu ther.)  

How one man could do all of this in a life time –
with out the aid of mod ern com put ers – is hard to com -
pre hend.  Yet this is ex actly what Luther was able to do
from 1517 (the date he nailed the 95 the sis to the church
door) to 1546 (the date of his death).  That is just 29
years!

Luther was not a per fect man with out his faults.  He
wrote an ex tended ar ti cle called “The Jews and Their
Lies” where he blasted the Jew ish peo ple and said that
they should be treated shame fully.  This teach ing by
Luther was one of the ba sis that gave the Ger man Nazi’s
rea son for ex ter mi nat ing the Jews.

But in retrospect, Lu ther’s life and de vo tion and
work is a great leg acy for us to fol low.  He had a
life-chang ing conversion to Christ and a life ded i cated
and con se crated to serv ing the One who saved him.

Pastor Jim Haga
Shoreview, MN

Me lissa’s Story

Me lissa came to the Perry Cen ter from the women’s
cor rec tional fa cil ity eight months preg nant.  She was
hop ing for a “do-over” as she was run ning out of hope
and op por tu ni ties.

As a con victed felon, the dream of find ing hous ing
and a job seemed al most im pos si ble.  Even still, Me lissa 

was de ter mined and be gan to fol low through on tasks
that she was given that would lead to her achiev ing her
goal.  She also had a ten der, teach able spirit and quickly
be came a leader at the Perry Cen ter.  The other girls
looked up to her and she was the “big sis ter” that sev eral 
needed.  Me lissa at tended church and Bi ble study and
ap peared to gen u inely be in ter ested in spir i tual things. 
Af ter the ar rival of her baby girl, she proved to be an ex -
cep tional mother.  Ad dic tion had robbed her of the
chance to raise her other girls, but liv ing a so ber life al -
lowed her to be the mom God created her to be.  

Five weeks af ter the ar rival of her daugh ter, Melissa 
got the first job she ap plied for and hous ing called —-
they had an apart ment for her!  Within three days she
had both a job and a place to live.  Only God could have
made a way for this as most peo ple are wait ing for hous -
ing for a year or more; and as a con victed felon, it would
take even lon ger.  The only real prob lem was that we
were n’t ready for her to leave!   She be came so dear to us 
that, al though we re joiced with her, we were sad to see
her go.  Me lissa con nected with our staff and built some
deep re la tion ships.  Af ter a Facebook re quest, many
peo ple re sponded in love and helped fur nish her new
place.  A group from Sa lem Evan gel i cal Free Church
that co mes in bi-weekly to have sup per with the women
helped her move.  Atone ment Lu theran gave her a new
crib.  We have seen the body of Christ come to gether in
count less ways and it blesses ev ery one in volved. 

We will con tinue to sup port and as sist Me lissa in
her jour ney and would ap pre ci ate your prayers for her as 
she con tin ues to nav i gate life.  Me lissa also has the goal
of be ing re united with her other daugh ters in the near fu -
ture and we know that with God, all things are pos si -
ble!

The Perry Center

ONLY!
We only have one trip through this world!
Is my life mak ing any dif fer ence in anyone’s

life?

Spend your time count ing your bless ings – not
air ing your com plaints!

If you want to feel mis er a ble – just think about
your self!

3 Taken from A Marriage Made in Heaven by Christin Ditchfield.  Power for Living, January 28, 2001.



Spiritual Drowsiness 
And Carnal Security  

(Con tin ued from the No vem ber is sue 
of the Morn ing Glory)

(Mar tin) Lu ther says: “He who fears not him self has
the great est rea son to fear.”  Not to fear one self; not to sus -
pect one self; to live in se cret sin, not re gard ing it as per il -
ous; to be con tent with one’s own pi ety – these are some of
the signs of hid den spir i tual death, the pre lude to eter nal
mis ery.  It is pre cisely an ex cel lent mark of live Chris tians
that they have the spirit of fear.  They fear even when there
is no dan ger.  They sus pect them selves.  They are afraid of
de ceiv ing them selves.  They are dis sat is fied with them -
selves.  Re al iz ing that they are drowsy and for get ful Chris -
tians, they are fear ful on that ac count.

This spirit of fear is gen u ine watch ful ness.  It causes the 
sheep to keep close to the Shep herd; the chick ens to hide
un der the wings of the hen; the Chris tians to clothe them -
selves daily in the gar ment of Christ’s righ teous ness.  Thus
only are they pro tected from the world, al ways garbed and
ready to stand be fore the Son of Man.  What says the apos -
tle?  “Many are weak and sickly among you, and many
sleep.  For if we would judge our selves we should not be
judged.  But we are judged, we are chas tened of the Lord,
that we should not be con demned with the world” (1 Co rin -
thi ans 11:30-32).  What says the Lord Je sus?  “Be hold, I
come as a thief.  Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth
his gar ments, lest he walk na ked, and they see his shame”
(Rev e la tion 16:15).   “”And what I say unto you I say
unto all – Watch” (Mark 13:37).

AM I DEBTOR TO MY BROTHER’S SOUL?

Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself 
(Mark 12:31).

CAN you pos si bly love your neigh bor if you see him
go ing to per di tion with out warn ing him by a sin gle word? 
It is our sa cred duty to seek our neigh bor’s sal va tion, next to 
our own; to “love” our neigh bor as we love our selves; to be
sin cere in our love  We can not si lently wit ness the de struc -
tion of our breth ren.  We shall try to arouse them to a sense
of their dan ger, and make use of all means to at tain this end.  
We are fa mil iar with the pro found truths, that ev ery un con -
verted soul is on the way to eter nal death; that that same
soul may, by con ver sion, be come an heir to the glo ries of
heaven; that the low li est Chris tian may be an in stru men tal -
ity for the sal va tion of that en dan gered soul.

We know the Lord’s will in this mat ter.  “He that
gathereth not with Me scattereth abroad” (Mat thew 12:30).  
The apos tle says: “He which converteth the sin ner from the
er ror of his way shall save a soul from death, and shall hide
a mul ti tude of sins” (James 5:20).  We are fa mil iar with the

royal man date: “Thou shalt love thy neigh bor as thy self.”
We know the com mand ment, but how do we obey it?  It is a
sad com men tary upon hu man na ture, that even sin cere
Chris tians over look this prone Chris tian duty.  We are daily
sur rounded by souls, who in their ig no rance, are un der the
dam na tion of the Law.  “They know not what they do.”  We
un der stand their plight, how ever.  We have in ter ror fled
from “the wrath to come.”  And yet we have no word of
warn ing or ad mo ni tion to ut ter to these peo ple.  How does
this ret i cence ar gue for our love to our neigh bor?  Is there
any rime or rea son in this at ti tude of si lence?  Are we alive
or are we spir i tu ally dead or mor i bund?

A Faithful Guide to Peace with God, by C. O. Rosenius,
Augsburg Publishing House, Copyright © 1923,

Permission Granted. 

Two-Winged Sun

(Please prayer fully read Isa iah 38:1-8)
(The Lord says:) I have heard your prayer and

seen your tears. Isa iah 38:5.
For five years, an an cient clay seal re mained in a

closet in Je ru sa lem’s In sti tute of Ar chae ol ogy.  Af ter the
seal was dug up at the foot of the south ern part of Je ru sa -
lem’s old city wall, ini tial ex am i na tion failed to es tab lish
the sig nif i cance of the nearly 3,000 year-old ob ject.  But
then a re searcher care fully scru ti nized the let ters on the
seal, re sult ing in a ma jor dis cov ery.  The in scrip tion, writ -
ten in an cient He brew, reads: “Be long ing to He ze kiah (son 
of) Ahaz king of Ju dah.”

At the cen ter of the seal is a two-winged sun sur -
rounded by two im ages sym bol iz ing life.  The ar chae ol o -
gists who dis cov ered the seal be lieve that King He ze kiah
be gan us ing this seal as a sym bol of God’s pro tec tion af ter
the Lord healed him from a life-threat en ing ill ness (Isa.
38-1-8).  He ze kiah had been with the Lord to heal him. 
And God heard his prayer.  He also gave He ze kiah a sign
that He would in deed do what He had prom ised, say ing, “I 
will cause the sun’s shadow to move ten steps back ward”
(v. 8 NLT).

The facts re lated to this ar che o log i cal ar ti fact give us an 
en cour ag ing re minder that the peo ple in the Bi ble were
learn ing, as we are, to call on the Lord who hears us when
we cry out to him for help.  And even when His an swers are
not what we want or ex pect, we can rest as sured that He is
com pas sion ate and He is pow er ful.  The One who or ders
the move ment of the sun can cer tainly move in our hearts.

Dear God, You are great and pow er ful, yet You care
for me.  Help me to be lieve in Your power and love, and to 
seek Your help al ways.

Our Daily Bread, © 2017 Our Daily Bread Ministries,
Permission Granted 
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A couple of Christmases for Hans
Neilsen Hauge 

At Christ mas, 1797 while hold ing a meet ing, Hauge 
was or dered ar rested by the prison min is ter, U. G.
Feiermann, and thrown into the Fredrikstad prison.  Ru -
mors were that Hauge was a false prophet, that he
prayed to im ages, that he was a thief, and a drunk ard and 
that he com mit ted adul tery.  So he was thrown into the
“bur”, the in ner prison.  Here he prayed and sang
hymns.  The pris on ers lis tened, and souls were won for
Christ.  Hauge was found guilty, of course, in vi o lat ing
the old Con ven ti cle Act of 1741 that for bade lay preach -
ing.  He was soon al lowed to go home again, but he was
or dered, like the Apos tles of old, never to preach Christ
again. 

Dur ing 1798 Hauge made sev eral long jour neys. 
He was ar rested in Oslo and or dered home again  Soon
he was ar rested again   He was vi o lently as saulted three
times, once by a min is ter, an other time by a teacher, and
then  by a law yer.  But Hauge pat ted his per se cu tor on
the shoul der, asked him to cool his tem per and told him
that eter nity was ahead, that they should meet in heaven
and that they must love each other on earth.  He said, “It
is good to be equipped with the love of God when en e -
mies de spite fully use you and per se cute you.”  (Ed.
“’Blessed are you when they re vile and per se cute you,
and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. 
Re joice and be ex ceed ingly glad, for great is your re -
ward in heaven, for so they per se cuted the proph ets who
were be fore you.’” Matthew 5:11-12)…

1799 was a year of per se cu tion.  On his way to
Bergen for the sec ond time, as he reached the par ish of
Rollag, Nummendahl, Hauge felt the pres ence of the
devil “who three times tempted him to go some other
way.”  Fi nally Hauge cried out: “For ward will I, and for -
ward shall I!”  Then the devil left.  A won der ful re vival
in the par ish was the out come.  As Hauge preached, “If
you ever shall be saved you must get con verted,”…

In Trondheim the devil had a strong for ti fi ca tion. 
Here is a lit tle cross-sec tion of what was writ ten in the
news pa pers against Hauge and the lay evan ge lists he
was send ing out:

“They are stub born scamps who run all around and
dis turb the minds of the peo ple.  Many have al ready lost
their rea son, farm ers have left their farms and ser vants
have run away from their mas ter,  …These fa nat ics
should read 1 Pe ter 4:15 (“But let none of you suf fer as a 
mur derer, a thief, an evil doer, or as a busy body in other
peo ple’s mat ter”) then verse 16, which  puts them in the
class with those who dis turb the peace.”

The min is ters now stirred up the au thor i ties here

and there and put the lay evan ge lists in prison.  In Oslo
six lay men were im pris oned at once for be ing “vag a -
bonds and hav ing the de sire to preach.”…“They would
rather suf fer with the peo ple of God than to en joy sin for
a season.”…

Around Christ mas, 1799, all the ha tred of the devil
was let loose on God’s mes sen gers.  Nils Iversen Riis
was first ar rested at Trondheim when he was only 19. 
Later, be cause he dared to tes tify right af ter church in
Melhus par ish, Old Pas tor Stenbuch or dered Nils to be
tied to the buggy.  Then he drove as fast as he could from 
Flaa Church to the par son age.  This treat ment of the
poor young wit ness for Christ se ri ously im paired his
health.  Hauge and his friend Lars Hemstad were put in
prison in Trondheim for a whole month.

Innermission Church History, By P. Ljostveit,
Published by the Hauge Lutheran Innermission

Federation, 1948

A Tes ti mony From Over the Edge 
of My Grave

By Dan iel K. Camp bell 

Some years ago a Christian man died, and the late
Dr. Don ald Grey Barnhouse had the fu neral ser vice in
Phil a del phia.  The at ten dance was large and in cluded
many busi ness ex ec u tives who had been as so ci ates of
the dead man.  A year ear lier the de ceased had writ ten a
let ter with the cap tion, “A Tes ti mony from Edge of My
Grave” and put in his pa pers, ask ing that it be read at his
fu neral.  Dr. Barnhouse opened the let ter and be gan to
read: “This is my fu neral ser vice, but I want it to be a
time of tes ti mony.  Mac, I sup pose you’re in the au di -
ence look ing at the cas ket  My, how many times I’ve 
played golf with you to seek to bring the Gos pel to your
heart and you would n’t hear!  George, why have you
con tin ued to re ject Je sus Christ when He died for you
and offers eternal life now?”  

By this time, dif fer ent ones in the au di ence were
squirm ing, afraid they would be ad dressed next.  We
should not wait till we die, but should speak up for
Christ now, or at least write a let ter of tes ti mony to a
friend we’ve been pray ing for!

Daniel – Decoder of Dreams, submitted by Pastor
Warren “Chip” Roy 



Paul’s Prayer Letter 
“Finally; brethren, pray for us.”

2 Thessalonians 3:1 

They say that when a preacher says “fi nally, it guar an -
tees noth ing.  We cer tainly find that each time the apos tle
Paul used the world “fi nally” he still had plenty to say. 
“Fi nally” was not the last thing he wanted to say, it was the 
most im por tant thing, the bot tom line and pur pose of the
let ter.

Paul wrote to the Thessalonians to ad dress their prob -
lems, ap peal for prayer and as sure them of God’s prom -
ises.  His ap peal for prayer was the most im por tant is sue.

By his ap peal Paul dem on strated sev eral rea sons why
mis sion ar ies still send their prayer let ters.

His ap peal was a con fes sion of his great est need. I
am sure Paul as a pi o neer and itin er ant mis sion ary had
many needs.  Even though work ers were needed, he did
not ap peal for friends to come and join him.  Un doubt edly
he had many fi nan cial needs, but he did not ap peal for
funds for his work. What he needed most were the fer vent
prayers of the church.  Wes ley Duewel of OMS In ter na -
tional said, “The great est lack to day is not peo ple or funds.  
The great est need is prayer.”  Of ten those who pray for the
work end up go ing to the work or sup port ing it.

His ap peal was a dem on stra tion of co-op er a tion in the
body of Christ.  In 2 Thessalonians 1:11 Paul as sured these 
new be liev ers that he was pray ing for them.  It must have
en cour aged them that the great apos tle was men tion ing
them in his prayers.  Hav ing as sured them of his prayers,
he now ap peals for their prayers for him.  Did they won der
why such a mighty and gifted apos tle would need their
prayers?  “The devil trem bles when he sees the weak est
Chris tian on his knees.”  It is most en cour ag ing when we
pray for each other.

Paul’s ap peal ex hib ited his con fi dence in the power
of prayer.  Better still, his con fi dence that God an swers
prayer.  The Bi ble is re plete with how God an swers prayer.  
That is why Paul asked them to pray that the word of God
might run freely and the work ers might be pro tected.

“Pray, go or dis obey.” J. Piper 

A Word for Your Way, By Victor Maxwell; © Copyright
Victor Maxwell, October 2014.

Per sonal Tes ti mo nies 

We have a num ber of per sonal tes ti mo nies by friends
still liv ing.  They glo rify God.  They en cour age the be liev -
ers.  They are of help to seek ing souls.  They prove that the

Bi ble is a liv ing Book.  For not only are these things so
writ ten, but what ever is writ ten has been per son ally ex pe -
ri enced and proves that God’s Word is a liv ing Truth.

Torres S. Sandeno  

“I was born in Grundy County, Il li nois, near the vil -
lage of Dwight, on April 27, 1876.  As a young boy I be -
gan to drift away from God, be cause I ne glected His Word.  
I was con verted in re vival in Feb ru ary, 1905.  The in stru -
ment God used was an old lay man, H.P. Ruud from North
Da kota.  I was hap pily saved by cling ing to the pre cious
Word in 1 John 1:9: “If we con fess our sins, He is faith ful
and just to for give our sins and to cleanse us from all un -
righ teous ness.” 

“But when I should start to live as a Chris tian and met
such words as: “Be ye holy for I am holy”; and “work out
your own sal va tion with fear and trem bling,” I passed into 
an ag ony, for I saw how I fell short in ev ery way.  In an al -
most de spair ing con di tion, I wrote to Pas tor J. J.
Breidablik.  He helped me won der fully, as he him self had
gone through a sim i lar ex pe ri ence.  He told me to put my
name into the six places in Isa. 53:4-5, where it says ‘us’ or 
‘we’.  …He also pointed me to other blessed prom ises. 
But yet it took more than a year be fore God spoke real
peace to my soul again, and that was through Luke 19:10. 
“The Son of man has come to seek and to save that which 
was lost.” These blessed words be came to me words of de -
liv er ance and lib erty…

Pas tor M. A. Hall 

“I thank God for my par ents.  I can not re call a day
when Fa ther and Mother did not pray for us, and show
their con cern for our sal va tion.  Our home was a Chris tian
home, where God’s peo ple were al ways wel come.  We
also had spe cial de vo tional meet ings in our home, and at
larger church meet ings our house was filled with guests. 
The godly con ver sa tion we of ten heard made a pro found
im pres sion on me, and I dare say, on the rest of the chil -
dren.

“I was not very old be fore I was con scious of the need
of a per sonal sal va tion.  Our par ents did not preach to us so 
very much, but the im pres sion was nev er the less made of
the great need of the soul.  It was at my con fir ma tion that I
be came def i nitely con victed of sin and I pur posed to live
for my Lord; but be cause of un will ing ness to sur ren der my 
will com pletely to Him, I lost out af ter a few months of fu -
tile strug gles.  God was, how ever, mind ful of me, and af ter 
about three un happy years af ter my con fir ma tion, and
shortly af ter I ar rived at the Hauge sem i nary at Red Wing,
Minn., God in His mercy found me.”

The Hauge Movement in America, Published by The
Hauge Innermission Federation 1941. 
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“Blessed Is The Nation Whose God 
Is The LORD…”  Psalm 33:12

Amer i can Flag Et i quette 

How to Fold the Flag
Fold the flag in half widthwise twice.  Fold up a tri -

an gle, start ing at the striped end, and re peat un til only
the end of the un ion (the blue sec tion) is ex posed.  Then
fold down the square into a tri an gle and tuck in side the
folds.

How to Dis play the Flag 
When the flag is dis played over the mid dle of the

street, it should be sus pended ver ti cally with the un ion
to the north in an east/west street or to the east in a
north/south street.  

The flag of the United States of Amer ica, when it is
dis played with an other flag against a wall from crossed
staffs, should be on the flag’s own right (left as you look
at them), and its staff should be in front of the staff of the 
other flag.

The flag, when flown at half-staff, should be first
hoisted to the peak for an in stant and then low ered to the 
half-staff po si tion. The flag should be again raised to the 
peak be fore it is low ered for the day.

When the flag is used to cover a cas ket, it should be
so placed that the un ion (blue sec tion) is at the head and
over the left shoul der.  The flag should not be low ered
into the grave or al lowed to touch the ground. 

The flag, when car ried in a pro ces sion with an other
flag, should be on the march ing right.  If there is a line of 
other flags, the flag of the United States of Amer ica
should be in front of the cen ter of that line.

When dis played from a staff in a church or pub lic
au di to rium, on or off a po dium, the flag of the United
States of Amer ica should hold the po si tion of su pe rior
prom i nence, in front of the au di ence, and in the position
of honor to the speaker’s right as he faces the au di ence. 
Any other flag so dis played should be placed on the left
of the speaker (to the right of the audience).

How to Re tire a Flag in Poor Con di tion
The flag of the United States of Amer ica, when it is

in such con di tion that is no lon ger a fit ting em blem for
dis play, should be de stroyed in a dig ni fied way, pref er a -
bly by burning. 

(Excerpt from Section 8k, United States Flag Code).

Ed i tor’s Note: FREEDOM IS NEVER FREE!  It
‘al ways’ costs some one or ones a great price so that
you and I may ex pe ri ence FREEDOM: Sac ri fi cial
Death or other ‘Great’ price(s) – that You and I might be
FREE!

IF, IF, YOU truly want to be free, you NEED to

know the ONE who was Born to Die for your sins and
mine – un der His shed BLOOD; whose Name is JESUS
as your per sonal Sav ior and walk in fel low ship with
HIM daily, un til “faith” be comes “sight”!  John
8:31-36, 6:41-66.  This is a free dom to serve, out of
LOVE/ obe di ence, not to de stroy in ei ther case; un less
sec u lar laws are con trary to the BIBLE!

Sym bol i cally, as you honor the flag of this great
USA, keep in mind – only through the Blood (red) of Je -
sus do you be come (white) – jus ti fied be fore our Holy
God and thus in the royal fam ily of God (blue)!

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Evangelism And Nurturing Fellow
Believers Is God’s Business!

“I AM DOING A GREAT WORK, SO THAT I
CANNOT COME DOWN.” Nehemiah 6:3.

Do not say ‘God’s Work is a Small Work’ OR know -
ing this:  The Lord’s busi ness is great work/busi ness! 
NEVER apol o gize for God’s Work here on the planet
Earth, even though some of ‘us’ have pos si bly apol o -
gized in the past for the same; BUT press on as Souls are 
at stake – yours, mine and oth ers among the saved and
the lost: For God’s King dom Work is a Great Work! 
Even IF we are alone, or with two or three, or with even
hun dreds of pre cious Souls in the ‘body’ of Christ/be -
liev ers, God’s Work is Still Great!  Shame on ‘us’ when
we apol o gize for be ing a child/heir of the King of kings
and Lord of lords!  One day ev ery knee shall bow and
con fess/ad mit that HE is the ONE that HE says HE is! 
HE is Holy, Just, Righ teous, Al mighty Judge, Love,
Mercy, Grace, etc.

The es tab lish ment, ad vance ment of the Al mighty
God is “A Great Work” and His work kept Nehemiah at
his job of re build ing the walls of Je ru sa lem, “I am do -
ing a great work so that I can not come down.”

It is only through Grace Alone, Faith Alone and the
Word Alone, that ‘we’ are saved and then ‘we’ are saved
to serve.  OH what a ‘priv i lege and re spon si bil ity’ to
serve the King on earth to His honor and glory – Praise
the Lord!  Re gard less of what mem ber of the Body of
Christ you and I may be, let us seek to be faith ful unto
the KING in LOVE in serv ing Him!  AWESOME!

Please get a def i nite def i ni tion of the word
AWESOME, be cause this priv i lege/re spon si bil ity is:

AWESOME!

Editor



The Blood Of Jesus Christ 
Cleanses From All Sin

By Roger L. Decker 

The Holy Spirit, the Third Mem ber of the God head,
moves in side a ves sel that has been cleaned up, and He
gives vic tory over sin and helps you to walk free from sin
ev ery day.  I love it that way.  Away with old dead, drab
re li gion!  How can they get up be fore peo ple and en cour -
age them by tell ing them they have to live in sin all the
time?  God has some thing better than that for people.

First John 1:7 reads, “But if we walk in the light, as
He is in the light, we have fel low ship with one an other,
and the blood of Je sus Christ His Son cleanses us from all 
sin.”  How much sin is left when you have been cleansed
from all sin?  If God for gives all your sins and cleanses
you from all sin, then there is no more sin.  All does not
mean al most all; it means com pletely.

When the Word of God says all sin is gone, all of it is
gone.  There is no in her ited sin on the in side.  There is
noth ing sin ful in side your ves sel af ter it has been cleaned
up at the par tic u lar mo ment.  Then what hap pens?  You
walk in the light as He is in the light.  The Blood of Je sus
Christ cleanses you from all un righ teous ness.  What was
John talk ing about?  You need to stay un der the blood of
Je sus Christ, like the blood that was put on the doorposts
in the Old Tes ta ment.  When the death an gel came, those
who had the blood over the doorposts did not die.  To day
we stay un der the blood of Jesus Christ.

Peo ple need to stop run ning around from church to
church like no mads.  They need to stay un der the blood. 
They need to stay where Je sus Christ is, where they have
vic tory in their souls.  Sal va tion is in the blood of Je sus
Christ; it is not in church join ing.  Church join ing is
merely a de cent way to be mar ried and bur ied but also it
is a de cent way to stay in sin and end up in hell.  When
one be longs to a church and then dies, of ten a preacher
gets up, as most sec tar ian preach ers do, and tries to
preach the de ceased one into Heaven, so to speak. The
fam ily may say, “He’s not talk ing about the same guy that 
I know; he was a drunk.”  

Friend, if you want to see the in side of Heaven, you
must live a holy life here all the way to eter nity.  You are
not saved by good works.  If you have not hum bled your -
self be fore God, you need to.  All you have to do is get
down be fore God, con fess and for sake all sin, and truly
mean what you are pray ing and some thing is go ing to
hap pen in your life.  You are go ing to get up from an al tar
of prayer a new crea ture. (II Co rin thi ans 5:17).  When I
got up from that al tar af ter I got saved, I knew that I was
saved.  When the power of God co mes into your life, do

not un der es ti mate it.  When the power of God came into
my life, new things began to take place.

Gospel Trumpeter

In My Fa ther’s house are many man sions; if 
it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to

pre pare a place for you.  John 14:2

WHAT will be come of me when I die?  A Chris tian,
too, can ask that ques tion in the dark hours of life.  

Je sus has told us what be comes of a Chris tian when
he dies.  He goes to the Fa ther of Je sus Christ, to heaven,
to God.  When “the earthly house of our ta ber na cle is
dis solved, we have a build ing from God, a house not
made with hands eter nal in the heav ens.”  “We are of
good cour age, I say, and are will ing rather to be ab sent
from the body, and to be at home with the Lord.”

It looks as though it is very dif fi cult for us Chris tians
of to day to keep a firm hold on the Word about the
heaven that awaits us, and to gasp it with a liv ing faith. 
We surely be lieve it af ter a fash ion but it is so loose, gray,
and un real.  If we ac cept it as a truth that can not be
shaken, that when we leave this world we are go ing to a
real home, a place where we shall live a fully con scious
life, with out sin, sor row, and death, then we shall surely
be less earth-bound and we shall long more for heaven. 
Then we shall also un der stand more of what these words
contain:

“We are will ing rather to be ab sent from the body
and to be at home with the Lord.” 

God grant us Chris tians a more liv ing faith in
heaven!

“The sun shall be no more thy light by day; nei ther
for bright ness shall the moon give light unto thee: but Je -
ho vah will be unto thee an ev er last ing light, and thy God
thy glory.”

Blessed are the heirs of heaven, 
The dead, who die in Christ for given, 
They from their la bors have re lease; 
Saith the Spirit: they are rest ing, 
No sting of death in them mo lest ing, 
For they have found the home of peace; 
In peace they sweetly rest, 
For ever they are blest, 
Hal le lu jah!
Be fore God’s throne to His dear Son 
Do fol low them their works well done.

Thy Kingdom Come, by Ludvig Hope, Augsburg
Publishing House, Copyright-1939; Permission

Granted.
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Up Date 

Is n’t it a won der ful bless ing and priv i lege to be
able to give ‘love-gifts’ at this Christ mas Sea son? 
We give to fam ily mem bers, friends, etc. ac cord ing
to our fi nan cial sta tus and thus ex press our LOVE in
a tan gi ble way.

As you and I will no tice, it is not so much the
‘wrap pings’ that are so im por tant; but Who the gift is 
from, Who it is for, and most cer tainly the ‘Gift’ it -
self.  It is a ‘Per sonal’gift, like a per sonal check writ -
ten to you; but in or der for it to be for your ben e fit
you have to en dorse it!

Sadly, there are not many who find room for the
“Lamb of God,” who was born in a barn be cause
there was ‘no room’ for Him in the Inn!  BUT what
better place is it for a “LAMB” to be born than a
manger in a barn – for you and me (per son ally) – in
or der to clean-up ‘our’ filthy sin ful ‘hearts’?

AS per sonal as it can be, JESUS chal lenges us:
“‘Do not lay up for your selves trea sures of earth,
where moth and rust de stroy and where thieves
break in and steal.  But lay up for your selves trea -
sures in heaven, where nei ther moth nor rust de -
stroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 
For where your trea sure is, there your heart will be
also.’” Mat thew 6:19-21.

A word to the wise in re gard to this ‘min is try’
that the Lord has given to “Us”:  Please note the let -
ter from the Hauge board in the No vem ber is sue of
the Morn ing Glory.  Thank you and may JESUS and
the HOLY SPIRIT be per mit ted to di rect YOU in
what you should in vest in this His work here on
Earth!  GOD al ways keeps His PROMISES!

Oc to ber’s in come for the Morn ing Glory was
approx. $2,030.00.

It takes about $3,600 per month to keep the
Morn ing Glory and the Hauge Lu theran
Innermission Fed er a tion in the black fi nan cially. 
(Hauge Bi ble Con fer ences ex penses are not in cluded 
in the approx. $3,600).

In for ma tion
FIRST OF ALL: the LORD gave ‘us’ a mar vel ous
Hauge Fall Bi ble Con fer ence at Gar den City, Iowa.

The ‘mes sages’ were great and on a ‘cou ple’ of eve -
ning ser vices the pres ence of the Holy Spirit was so
real, that you could al most hear a pin-drop!  The
Chris tian Fel low ship was in deed ‘warm’ and the
hos pi tal ity was great!  Thank you for pray ing and
NOW give credit where credit is due: Praise GOD
from whom all bless ing fall! 

At ‘our’ An nual Meet ing of the Hauge Lu theran
Innermission Fed er a tion the three Board Mem bers
whose elected term had ex pired were re-nominated
and elected; which are: Wayne Almlie, Kevin
Gunderson and Pas tor Jim Haga.  These are elected
to serve for three years.

Dur ing an of fi cial Hauge Board meet ing the same
‘Of fi cers’ were re-elected ex cept Mr. John Monsen,
who was elected as ‘Vice-pres i dent’ – these are
elected for a one year term. 

Please pray that the gen tle Holy Spirit may be per -
mit ted to guide, lead, pro tect and bless these peo ple.


